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Greetings! 
 
I am very pleased to help celebrate the initial success achieved by Genopole.  
Based on the positive experience with Genethon, Genopole has been able to 
attract both academic research labs and start-up companies. 
 
As the leader of a company that has had a profound, early, and continuing 
commitment to biotechnology, I am particularly interested in seeing biotech parks 
like Genopole develop around the world. 
 
Eli Lilly and Company introduced the very first product coming from DNA 
recombinant technology more than 20 years ago, namely human insulin, or 
Humulin.  Our collaboration with Genentech opened the way to hundreds of 
partnerships between established pharmaceutical companies and start-up biotech 
companies. 
 
The life science revolution that has been underway for two decades has spawned 
many new technologies -- recombinant DNA technology, combinatorial chemistry, 
high-throughput screening, gene therapy, anti-sense technology, genomics, and 
proteomics just to name a few.  These technologies are having a profound effect 
on our understanding of disease at the molecular level and on the discovery and 
development of agents to not only cure these diseases but also, more and more, 
predict and prevent them. 
 
The development of these technologies and their application requires close 
collaboration between academia, start-up companies, and established 
pharmaceutical companies, bringing together the diverse capabilities necessary in 
the complex pharmaceutical research and development process.  Genopole clearly 
has the potential to be a catalyst for this process. 
 
For established pharmaceutical companies, biotech start-ups are an increasingly 
important source of innovation -- in the form of both new technologies and new 



molecules. For Lilly, partnering has long been a cornerstone of our strategy; to 
help us manage the 140 partnerships we have engaged in, we have created the 
industry’s first Office of Alliance Management, a group which works to create 
value for both partners in each of our alliances and help us make partnering skills 
a core competency for our organization. Our philosophy is based on the respect 
of the goals and culture of the young organizations we work with… 
 
As a result, Lilly is consistently viewed in the biotech world as among the top two 
or three pharmaceutical companies to work with, and we constantly screen and 
select new partners.  We will be pleased to explore the future collaboration 
opportunities with Genopole companies. 
Let me conclude by offering you my best wishes for the future. 
 
Je vous souhaite bonne chance pour vos prochaines étapes, et vous présence mes 
meilleurs vœux de succès. 
 


